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Why should you write blog posts?

Clarity of Thought



Writers v Readers

If 30% of the people born 
since 1850 each published 
three pieces of writing:

(2900237856 + 3390198215 + 6064994884 + 
1364003405 + 1690275115) * 0.3 * 3 * 1500 / 
90000

~ 231M books
or ~ 7 Library of 

Congress’ Population Reference Bureau Data



Why do I write blog posts?



Manuel Blum’s Advice to Graduate Students

https://www.cs.cmu.edu/~mblum/research/pdf/grad.html



This applies to reading as well

https://www.cs.cmu.edu/~mblum/research/pdf/grad.html



California gold rush: Research papers meet Real world

https://web.stanford.edu/class/archive/cs/cs166/cs166.1216/handouts/090%20Suggest
ed%20Project%20Topics.pdf

Eh.., What’s Technical, Doc?



Show me the source! Diverse sources == Diverse perspectives in your writing



More sources?

Drill Down!



Be specific with Search



Ahem, Parth? How do I write? Show me how to write?

Write however you want



My learnings from blogging

● Keeping the blogging stack minimal helps.
○ Using simple tools has helped me focus entirely on the content. For instance, I write 

everything in Google Docs and then manually convert it to HTML.
● It is beyond okay to feel stuck, especially with technical content.

○ I often have several partially written drafts sitting around. Revisiting these drafts periodically 
helps me see them with fresh perspectives. Eventually, inspiration strikes, and I end up 
finishing those half-baked drafts.

● It helps to avoid obsessing over analytics.
○ I have intentionally avoided analytics, and it has kinda allowed me to focus on topics that 

genuinely interest me, rather than writing solely to please some imaginary audience. It kind of 
gives me the freedom to explore obscure subjects.



Questions?


